University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2016-06-16

The Weekly Challenger : 2016 : 06 : 16
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2016 : 06 : 16" (2016). Newspaper collection. 388.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/388

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

3 COMMUNITY: Remembering Buster

4 COMMUNITY: If only he had time

5 COMMUNITY: 2016 ONYX Awards

8 COMMUNITY: Lew Williams graduates

The Weekly Challenger












From The Weekly Challenger

MYcro
School
graduates
of 2016

Renewal of
wedding
vows

Rev. Louis Murphy, Sr.
Lakewood High School played host to the
9th annual 1st Downs 4 Life football camp Sat., June 11.
Valedictorian
Dalon Facey
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
MYcroSchool Pinellas Charter High School held a graduation ceremony for the
Class of 2016 last Thursday,
June 9 at Pinellas Technical
College (PTC). Thirty-two
young adults move their tassels from right to left, symbolizing their transition
from candidate to graduate.
Principal Michael Warren reflected on the last
school year and told the
graduates they should commemorate the road they’ve
travelled to get to the destination of becoming a high
school graduate. This journey started with a small
step, but has taken them to
remarkable heights, he
noted.
“We’ve
encountered
some trials and tribulations
along the way, soldiered on
and came out stronger,” he
said, concluding that it has
been his privilege to be their
principal.
Located at 840 Third
Ave. S, MYcroSchool has
been working for some four
years to help youths aged
16-21 gain a second chance
at a high school diploma. As
a public charter high school,
it works under the same curSee GRADUATE, page 13

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL



BY ANDREW CAPLAN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Football is easy. At least
it is to Jameis Winston.
While drawing plays and
explaining
defensive
schemes on a white
marker board last Saturday, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback,
alongside teammates,
conveyed just how
“easy” football can be
with the use of math and
memorization.
His audience: A
room of middle and high

school students.
Winston was one of
many guest coaches at
teammate wide receiver
Louis Murphy, Jr.’s ninth
annual 1st Downs 4 Life
football camp. It was
also the third year for
the cheerleading camp.
1st Downs 4 Life was
established after the
death of Murphy, Jr.’s
mother, Filomena Murphy, who passed away of
metastatic breast cancer
in 2008. Throughout her
career she worked with
troubled youth, demonstrating the importance

of giving back to the
community.
Honoring
his
mother’s legacy, Murphy, Jr. was inspired to
give back to the community with a free, annual
non-contact youth football camp that teaches
fundamental
football
skills. The camp averages a few hundred participants each year and
has steadily grown in
numbers.
“It’s a great camp,”
said Winston, while
being hounded for autographs. “[He] is always

doing things for the
right reasons, giving
back to his community
and his old high school.
I love it.”
And although it is
Murphy, Jr.’s camp, Winston’s leadership and
personality took over,
pushing kids to their
limits in ways not seen at
the camp in previous
years.
“That’s why I wanted
him out here,” Murphy,
Jr. said of Winston. “He
takes it serious.”
See CAMP, pages 10

Race for the House
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Wengay Newton, CJ
Czaia and Dan Fiorini, all
hopefuls running for
Florida House District 70,
fielded questions at a candidate forum June 11 at
the James B. Sanderlin Center, 2335 22nd Ave. S.
The South St. Petersburg Democratic Club in
conjunction with the St. Petersburg Democratic Club
and the Gulfport Democratic Club questioned the

candidates from written
submissions by the audience as Dr. Linda Lucas,
president of the South St.
Petersburg Democratic
Club, served as moderator.
Czaia, a community activist and attorney, is the
founder and chairman of
the
board
of
UnidosNow.org and former
head of the Manatee
County Democratic Party.
Local
businessman
Fiorini has a background in
municipal urban planning.
A resident of Pinellas

L-R, CJ Czaia, Dan Fiorini
and Wengay Newton

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Thirty-one couples renewed their love and commitment to each other in a
vow renewal ceremony
held at Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church Saturday, June 11.
Officiated by Rev. Louis
Murphy, Sr., many of the
couples had been married
for more than 20 years. In
fact, Carl and Emma Calhoun have been married
longer than some of the
other husbands and wives
have been alive—44 years.
The vow renewal ceremony is just one of the
many activities The Couples Ministry plan for married couples. Deacon and
Deaconess Troy and Linda
Gidron have taken it upon
themselves to resurrect
the ministry after activities
started to wane.
They started out by
having a few couples come
over to their house for an
evening of fun. Then the
Gidrons decided to have
group date nights where
couples would get together
for dinner and a movie.
Those date nights revitalized the ministry, which
now meets at the church
every third Friday.
Linda said the couples
go through a bible-based
curriculum that covers different topics that are germane to a happy marriage.
And what’s more happy
than dancing? Their last
field trip took them to the
Fred Astaire Dancing Studio where they learned
how to dance the Rumba!

See FORUM, page 6

See VOWS, page 12
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Voting is power!
The St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP is serious about the upcoming
primary and general
elections! The branch’s
major focus is on hosting
candidate forums for the
Pinellas County School
Board race, State Senate
and State House Seat
District 70.The candidate
forums are as follows:
• Pinellas County
School Board: Tuesday,
June 21, at SPC Allstate
Center in partnership
with St. Petersburg College Institute for Strategic Policy Solutions. The
forum will be moderated
by Channel 10 New Anchor
Reginald
Roundtree, News Anchor
from 7-8:30 p.m.
• Florida State Senate
District 19: Tuesday, July
12 at Enoch Davis Center
from 6-8 p.m.
• Florida State House
District 70: Tuesday, July
26 at Enoch Davis Center
from 6-8 p.m.
The branch has also
been working tirelessly
to convene a community
based
collaborative
aimed at ensuring that

our community understands the importance of
all the elections occurring in August and November,
and
more
importantly the zero tolerance attitude the community must embrace
for registering to vote
and then exercising that
vote. Caucuses will be
held throughout 33705,
33711 and 33712 zip
codes.
The
collaborative,
Voting Is Power (V.I.P.) is
made up of faith-based
organizations, Greek letter organizations and
community-based organizations. V.I.P.’s goal is to
not only register 2,500
unregistered voters, but
to also to educate them
on the importance of all
the upcoming elections
and the importance of
registering to vote. The
collaborative has nailed
down its canvassing efforts for the following
dates:
• Saturday June 25 from
9:30-1 p.m. Canvassers will
meet at the Enoch Davis
Center for canvassing occurring in 33705
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• Saturday July 16,
from 9:30-1 p.m. Canvassers will meet at the
Childs Park Recreation
Center for canvassing occurring in 33711
• Saturday July 23
from 9:30-1 p.m. Canvassers will meet at the
Thomas “Jet” Jackson
Recreation Center for
canvassing occurring in
33712
If your organization
or as an individual you
would like to be a part of
V.I.P., whose goal is to
produce record number
voter registrations and
GOTV efforts, please
contact NAACP political
action chairperson Erika
Lopez at 727-410-2132!

Free breakfast and lunch
all summer
ST. PETERSBURG –
The City of St. Petersburg
sponsors the Summer
Food Service Program for
children 18 years and
under at 16 city locations.
Nutritionally balanced
meals are served while
Pinellas County Schools
are closed for the summer months of June, July
and August.
The following are participating sites with
breakfast and lunch service now through Aug. 5:
Campbell
Park
Center, 601 14th St. S.
from
8:30
9:30
a.m. and noon - 1 p.m.
Childs Park Center,
4301 13th Ave. S. from 8 9:30 a.m. and noon - 2 p.m.
Dell Holmes Park,
2741 22nd St. S. (lunch
site only at Pavilion #1)
from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Frank Pierce Center, 2000 7th St. S.
from
8:15
9:30
a.m. and noon - 2 p.m.

Gladden Park Center, 3901 30th Ave. N.
from
8
9:30
a.m. and 11:45 a.m. - 2 p.m.
J.W. Cate Center,
5801 22nd Ave. N.
from
8:30
9:30
a.m. and noon - 2 p.m.
Lake Vista Center,
1401 62nd Ave. S. from 8 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - 2
p.m.
Main Library, 3745
9th Ave. N. (lunch site
only) from noon to 1 p.m.
Roberts Center, 1246
50th Ave. N. from 8 - 9:30
a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - 1:30
p.m.
Shore Acres Center,
4230 Shore Acres Blvd.
NE from 8 - 9:30
a.m. and noon - 1 p.m.
Walter Fuller Center,
7891 26th Ave. N. from 8 9:30 a.m. and noon - 12:45
p.m.
Thomas “Jet” Jackson Center, 1000 28th St.
S. from 8 - 9:30
a.m. and noon - 1:30 p.m.

 


           





 


 

 



         



         

 




       


Willis S. Johns
Center, 6635 Dr. M. L.
King Jr. St. N. from 8:15
- 9:30 a.m. and noon 1:30 p.m.
Camp Redbird at
Azalea Elementar y,
1680 74th St. N.
from7:30
8:30
a.m. and noon - 1 p.m.
TASCO Building
1320 5th St. N. from 8
- 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 1:30 p.m.
Boyd Hill Pioneer
Settlement,
2900
31st St. S. (lunch site
only) noon – 1:30 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Remembering Buster Cooper
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

One night during
George “Buster” Cooper’s
long reign at the Garden
restaurant courtyard, I decided to take a date there
to hear him and his trio
play. We sat front and center, held hands and made
eyes at each other as
Buster’s fluid trombone
notes swirled around the
patio and dissolved into
the night.
Watching him, I didn’t
feel it was the Buster
Show as he would spread
the wealth, stepping back
and letting his band members—greenhorns and
journeymen alike—have
their moments with the
upright bass, drums, or
guitar. True, they were capable of showing off their
chops—Buster stood off
to the side when one of
his band mates took the
reins for a solo, head bent
down, tapping his foot, absorbed in the moment—
but
under
Buster’s
direction, it was magical
the way it all came together.
Now after a few numbers some wise guy who
probably should’ve been
home sleeping off the effects of his several eightdollar
Heinekens,
plodded
toward
the
band and decided it’d be a
good idea to adjust one of
the side lights so it would
shine directly on Buster.
With this seemingly
2,000-watt bulb in his face,
Buster
played
on,
smoothly as ever.
After the knucklehead
shuffled off I stepped
valiantly forward to make
things right by re-adjusting said light, but I
goofed. I bent the light

down so low the other
way that when I took my
seat again I saw that the
Buster’s side of the stage
was as dark as a cave. It
took a third person from
the crowd to finally adjust
this much-tortured light
yet another time, and he
managed to restore the
balance.
I felt a little silly in
front of my date but I noticed that Buster and his
band never missed a beat
or a note throughout the
spotlight shenanigans.
My minor ineptness with
big shiny lights notwithstanding, I thought it was
the perfect night.
From then on, taking a
girl to see Buster play became somewhat of a standard for me. What
wasn’t to love? You’d
dress up, kick back and
let Buster take it from
there. He had a knack of
transporting you back to
the days of Duke Ellington and Josephine Baker.
As relationships revolve when they don’t
evolve, I admittedly took
more than one date to the
courtyard
over
the
years. During one of
these evenings with one
of these girls, I swear I
saw Buster look in my direction and grin, as if to
say, “Nice to see you—
again!”
I thought, how many
future lovers have met
here in this courtyard,
with nothing more in
common at first glance
than a shared love of jazz?
How many spouses have
re-kindled the flame of
their honeymoon days
while listening to Buster
and his band stoke the romantic fire under the
moonlight?
But while another

memory
I
have
of Buster’s playing days is
not as happy as the others, it is as vivid and
meaningful as any of
them.
It was during the night
of a breakup that took
place just outside my
downtown apartment, and
like most breakups, it was
solemn and sad. Afterward I walked the girl quietly back to her car where
she’d parked, near the
marina, to say a piercing
and painful goodbye. I still
remember her crinoline
dress ruffling in the
breeze. As I trudged
across Central Avenue
back toward my apartment alone, my heart felt
like it weighed as much as
a Buick. And just as
I passed by the Garden I
heard the unmistakable
sound of Buster’s horn—
the blue notes spiraling
and dipping and looping
up into the crisp October
night, adding a coda to my
freshly ended relationship.
With my wound ever
so raw, I stood there outside the courtyard; leaning against the wall with
my eyes shut, and just listened. The mournful tune
couldn’t have been more

apt if I had scripted it myself to play at that precise
moment in my life.
During good times or
bad, breakups or beginnings, Buster, like all
gifted musicians, had the
power to soothe us, cheer
us or just let his music do
the talking during those
life moments when nothing can really be said.
As he held court in
the courtyard high-rise
condos shot up all around
him, and Buster blew his
trombone. Dingy old
downtown shops became
unshuttered,
galleries
threw open their doors
while the sidewalks bustled with life on weekends
and there he was, as reliable as ever, blowing his
horn.
For
my
money,
the hub of action was always where Buster stood
with his trombone as
he infused his sound into
the cityscape, making it
vibrant, energetic and
alive. And for many years,
he provided the playlist of
downtown St. Pete and,
wittingly or not, the
soundtrack to some
of our memories.
Thanks,
Buster,
for everything.

PINELLAS COUNTY
STATE HOUSING INITIATIVES PARTNERSHIP (SHIP) PROGRAM
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
Pinellas County expects to receive approximately $3,142,495 in State Housing
Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program funds for Fiscal Year 2016-2017 (July 1, 2016
- June 30, 2017) to expand the availability of safe and affordable housing.
SHIP funds will be used to provide assistance under the following Homeowner and
Rental strategies:
Purchase Assistance without Rehab/New Construction - Down payment and
closing cost assistance to eligible homebuyers.
Rehabilitation (Owner-Occupied) - Assist eligible homeowners with renovations,
such as hurricane preparedness, to preserve and maintain their home and/or assist
physically disabled households with renovations such as ramps, railings, and
special equipment to remove barriers and make housing accessible.
Disaster Mitigation - Assist eligible homeowners with rehabilitation or reconstruction
of housing in the aftermath of a disaster as declared by Executive Order.
Rental Housing - Loans to eligible sponsors to construct or renovate affordable
rental housing units for income-eligible households.
Pinellas County accepts housing applications on an ongoing basis. Applications for
FY 2016-2017 funded activities will be accepted between July 18, 2016 and June 30,
2019, or until all available funds are spent. Program information, applications, and
the County’s Local Housing Assistance Plan are available upon request or on the
County’s website.
For all strategies and other activities, applications will be accepted on a first-qualified,
first-served basis. Project proposals will be evaluated based on the following factors:
(a) economic feasibility, (b) location, (c) priority of need, and (d) employment of
personnel from the Welfare Transition Program. Funding awards are subject to
program parameters and funding disbursements by the Florida Housing Finance
Corporation. Technical assistance will be provided as needed to guide participants
through the application process.
Special priority will be given to persons with special needs. Persons with special
needs are defined in Florida State Statue 420.0004(13).
The local contact person for the Pinellas County SHIP Program is:
Bruce Bussey, Housing Development Manager
440 Court Street, 2nd Floor
Clearwater, FL 33756
E-mail: bbussey@pinellascounty.org
Phone: (727) 464-8210
Fax: (727) 464-8254
Website: www.pinellascounty.org/community/default.htm
ALL SHIP funds will be expended in a manner which will ensure that there will be
no discrimination on the basis of race, creed, religion, color, age, sex, marital status,
familial status, national origin or handicap.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Greetings family and friends

If only he had time

We apologize for the
delayed gratitude. It has
taken us a while to send
out a thank you to everyone for the outpouring of
love we received as we
mourned the loss of
Rhonda Y. Jackson—an
amazing wife, mother,
grandmother, sister and
friend.
It’s been a little over a
year and we still don’t
want it to be true. However, the reality has set
in, and we wanted to formally thank each of you
who
texted,
called,
emailed, prayed, posted
on our timeline, sent
cards and/or flowers,
prepared
food/beverages, purchased toiletries, cleaned and
offered your physical
presence during our loss.
All your acts of kindness, none too big or too
small, were overwhelming and are greatly appreciated. The loss was
indeed devastating to our
family. But the consistent
and gracious God of our
faith dealt out His immeasurable peace to us.
Thank you to our pastor, Rev. Brian K. Brown
and the entire St. Mark
Missionary
Baptist
Church family—you all
were right there all the
way, and we are forever
grateful.
Thank you Lawson

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

Funeral Home for absolutely outstanding service from start to finish.
We couldn’t have asked
for better.
Please accept this as
our warmest thank you
with huge hugs. If we
missed or offended anyone with the delay, please
charge it to our heads
and not our hearts because we truly appreciate
everyone who did anything to help ease the

pain, and make the homegoing process beautiful.
Please continue to
keep us lifted up in prayer.
Time hasn’t made the pain
easier, but it has definitely
made it softer. With your
prayers
and
God’s
strength, we know we will
continue to live and love
harder.
We know we are
Rhonda’s legacy!
Thank you,
The Jackson Family

      

ST. PETERSBURG —
You would have to take
Malcolm Butler at his word
that the biggest challenge
he faced during high school
was time. He claims that
he’s a procrastinator. Even
when he did managed time
efficiently, he said his extracurricular activities prevented him from putting as
much time into his studies
as he would have liked to.
Really?
Malcolm was so busy
that he settled for a 4.7
grade point average and
only managed to pull an
1840 on his SAT and a 31 on
the ACT.
He did manage to
squeeze in the National
Honor Society, Spanish
Honor Society, Tri-M
Music Honor Society, National Achievers Society,
Bay Area Jazz Festival AllStar Drummer, Center For
Advanced Technologies
Top Ten Student, Excellence in Spanish Language
and the Lakewood High
School Basketball Academic Award (2013-15)
“As I have grown, I
would like to think that I
have also grown as a leader.
I have often been told that
the best leaders hardly ever
have to ‘lead’ in the traditional sense,” said Malcolm.
Quoting Nelson Mandela: “Lead from the
back—and let others believe they are in front,” Malcolm said that is the type of
leader he strives to be.
“I have never been the
person to seek out the spotlight, but that doesn’t stop
me from making a meaningful contribution,” he
said.
Malcolm already has
his sight set for future con-

tributions. He aims to understand the most pressing
problems in the world and
will do his best to solve
them.
Within 10 years, he
plans to develop new technologies that will help preserve the health of the
world and improve the
quality of life for people
everywhere. His goal is to
attend Butler University
and Purdue University to
pursue dual degrees in
physics and mechanical engineering.
At Lakewood, along
with being on the varsity
basketball team, Malcolm
found time to join the
school’s jazz band in his
senior year.
“Getting in the class has
definitely had an impact on
my life,” said Malcolm.
Under the direction of
Michael Kernodle, the
band director and teacher,
they worked to raise
enough money to go to
New Orleans and compete
in a jazz competition.
“Mr. Kernodle…is the
main reason the trip was
possible. He worked tirelessly to raise awareness for
the entire school’s music
program and made sure
everything was in order for
the trip. We ended up winning best jazz band, best
overall and our bass player
won best soloist,” said Malcolm.
Along with a rigorous
schedule at school, Malcolm takes time to give
back to his community. He
is a volunteer at Boyd Hill
Nature Center, a Community Tampa Bay Anytown
participant and trainer and
a leader in his church, New
Philadelphia Community
Church.
“I’ve been counting
money for my church since

I was nine years old,” said
Malcolm with a smile. “I’ve
never thought much of it,
but the members of the
church have made it apparent how much they appreciate my small contribution.”
Now a member of the finance committee, he regularly counts the money,
keep track of tithes and offerings and fill out deposit
slips to keep the church’s finances in order.
“I give my time to
causes that interest me.
Giving a few hours of my
week to my church allows
us to save more for the
building of our church instead of paying someone to
keep track of our income.
Hopefully, my contribution
will allow the church to
make more positive impacts in the community like
it has had on my life,” he
said.
Malcolm thanks everyone that has helped him to
reach this point in his life,
including his parents, relatives, friends, church family,
teachers and everyone that
has ever given him a good
piece of advice.
Just image what more
this kid could accomplish if
he weren’t a procrastinator!

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2016

COMMUNITY NEWS
2016 ONYX Awards
ORLANDO – The
ONYX Awards, today announced the 2016 honorees for the 12th annual
tribute to distinguished
African-Americans and
those of the African Diaspora.
Headlining this
year’s celebration is
media icon Tom Joyner,
whose philanthropy and
syndicated broadcasts including the Tom Joyner
Morning Show, continue
to influence opinion
worldwide. Joyner, is
credited with raising millions of dollars in scholarships while reminding the
nation of the relevance
and importance of maintaining America’s Historically Black Colleges and
Universities. Florida is
home to four such institutions, Florida A& M University,
BethuneCookman
University,
Florida Memorial College
and Edward Waters College.’
The ONYX Award will
also pay special tribute to
the victims of the Pulse
Massacre and the memory of Orlando’s youth activist Gino Nicolas.
The ONYX Awards
will be held at Orlando’s
beautiful Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing
Arts, on Saturday, June
25, at 7:00 p.m. Among
the other honorees are a
host of diverse individuals
also impacting our world.
Maurice
Starr,
renowned producer, and
songwriter for the Back
Street Boys, New Kids on
the Block and New Edition.
Special Guest Host comedian Shawn Banks
from BET and Laugh Out
Loud brings his larger
than life personality to the

show. Shawn is a comedian who can connect
with and energize an audience the moment he sets
foot on the stage.
Live performances include American Idol’s energetic young artist,
Tyanna Jones, and the
show is topped-off with
musical Superstar, Angela
Winbush. Angela got her
start singing at an early
age at Temple Church of
Christ; the church was
founded by her grandparents in St. Louis, Missouri.
She rose to stardom
with a string of musical
hits, and continues to dazzle audiences worldwide.
“I am very excited
about this year’s awards
program. ONYX continues to embrace those who
are influencing our world.
We want to celebrate the
contributions of these extraordinary African Americans because they shape
the future,” said Richard
Black, ONYX Publisher.
Publisher’s Award
Terry Prather, First
African-American Theme
Park President, President
of SeaWorld
Lifetime
Achievement in Sports
Derrick Brooks- NFL
Hall of Famer
Humanitarian
Award
Attorney Mark NeJame, Co-founder of Runway to Hope, Florida’s
largest charity organization supporting cancer research for children Performing Arts
Maurice Starr, Producer of Back Street
Boys, New Kids on the
Block, and New Edition Communications
Gayle Andrews, Broke

the color barrier in broadcast journalism, media relations and lobbying and
heading the state’s oldest
corporate and political
media consulting firm.
Community Ser vice
Award
The Alachua County
Branch of the NAACP
Inclusion and Diversity Award
The University of Central Florida, America’s
Second Largest University
ONYX Spot Light
Ribault Girls Basketball Team, Florida’s State
Champions and Dick’s
Sporting Goods National
Champions, first team to
hold both titles simultaneously
Gino Nicolas Mentoring Award
Orlando Magic- Magic
of Mentoring Male Youth
Summit
ONYX Awards in
Business
Coca-Cola Beverages
Florida- First and only
African-American owned
Coca-Cola bottler –
The ONYX Awards is
proud to be supported by
partners and event sponsors:
Bright House Network, Dr. Phillips Center
for the Performing Arts,
Orlando
Health, Florida Lottery, A1 Audio Visual
LLC, IDT Integrated DNA
Technologies, NCF Diagnostics & DNA Technologies, City of Orlando (The
City Beautiful), Access
Florida Finance Corporation. Orlando Police Department,
Mears
Transportation,
Clear
Channel, ONYX Magazine, African-American
Chambers, Chestnut Fu-

neral Home, Access
Florida Finance Corporation, Greenlight Ventures,
Inc., University of Central
Florida, Orlando Magic,
SKANSKA Construction,
IHW consulting, OLEY’s
Parker Reality, Batts
Daniels Law Firm, Camping World Stadium, Central Care Mission
For more information
contact us at 407-451-2891
Visit us at Onyx
Awards.com

FABOM secretary Gayle Andrews is receiving
the 2016 Onyx award for Communications

5

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2016

COMMUNITY NEWS
Newton, Czaia and Fiorini vie for House seat
From FORUM, page 1

County for 16 years, he has
established several programs
related to urban development
and growth.
Newton, who termed out
as a St. Pete city councilmember, told the crowd that his
years of experience as a councilman makes him uniquely
qualified for the district seat.
As a politician, he said he’s
been in the “battlefield” fighting since day one and will
continue to do so for causes
he believes in, such as traveling to Tallahassee every year
to lobby for juvenile justice.
Fiorini said that he brings
some hands-on experience of
his own to the table as a former Florida House Legislative
Aide
to
State
Representative Helen Spivey.
“You have to know how to
file a bill,” he said, “you have
to how many committees is
this bill going to go to; you
have to know the House

rules.”
Czaia stated that the important thing is not what
you’ve done in the past but
what you’re going to do today
and in the future, and bringing about change is integral to
that.
“What’s changed?” he
said. “It’s not going to change
if you keep voting in the same
people...I’ve won murder trials,” he said. “I’ve gotten an
officer fired for racial profiling, I stand up to judges, I
take the heat and I will fight
for this district.”
What is the district’s
biggest need?
“I think that’s a fairly easy
question,” remarked Fiorini.
“The biggest need is in improvement of education,”
adding that he believes if people want to end poverty, then
the answer is education.
A strong education base
is crucial to promoting busi-

Wengay Newton

ness growth not only in the
area but in the state, he noted,
adding that he supports the
expansion of vocational
schools such as Pinellas
Technical College.
For far too long the rich
have been taking advantage
of tax loopholes, Czaia explained, and if those loopholes can be closed without
raising taxes then that will
free up money for education
and for other programs.
What is happening with
the juveniles is the most
pressing issue, Newton said,
citing the slaying of a teenage
boy in Childs Park the night
before. The community must
offer every opportunity to
young people so they
can avoid a life of criminal acts
and permanent records.
Since District 70 is an ethnically and geographically diverse district, Newton said he
would meet the needs of all its

residents, just as he did for
the city when he was councilman. As a former urban planner, Fiorini worked on “every
type of social program you
can think of,” he said, adding
that he wrote a grant in Connecticut that established the
office of Hispanic services,
and stressed the importance
of meeting the needs of residents of all ethnicities. Czaia
said that as a criminal defense
attorney, he has represented
African Americans and Latinos and he knows all about injustice and what’s wrong in
those communities.
Every year, Lucas said to
the candidates, the legislature
passes bills to limit women’s
choice—what would the candidates do to stand up for
women?
Newton affirmed that “it’s
a woman’s body, it’s a
woman’s right to do what she
chooses to do” and he’s going

Dan Fiorini

to do all he can to keep things
that way.
Fiorini said that one of the
very first things he’s going to
fight for in Tallahassee is the
full funding and allocation of
Planned Parenthood.
“The government should
keep their nose out of the decisions between a doctor and
the patient,” he averred.
Choice is a right of privacy, Czaia stated, adding that
he’s a Democrat because he
believes in freedom for the
choice.
All three candidates are in
favor of equal pay for women.
Fiorini said that he is a
supporter of early education,
explaining that the Head Start
program is the “best bang for
the dollar” that the U.S. taxpayer ever had, and supports
mentoring programs for
young people.
“A lot of kids today leave
a house of despair and go to

school and that’s their only
oasis,” he explained, noting
that he wants to expand that
“oasis” with after school programs where mentoring is
available to children.
Fiorini did state that he is
“totally
against”
using
public tax dollars to fund forprofit charter schools, and
such money should go into
the public school system.
Czaia called education the
foundation of democracy, but
expressed his disappointment with the current state of
education in Florida and the
need for good teachers who
are paid enough, and Newton, a product of area public
schools himself, said there’s
nothing wrong with the
school system but with the
funding.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

CJ Czaia
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Maiya Fudge makes everything
around her better

Khaihiqa Davidson: In struggle,
she wins!

BY DEXTER MCCREE

For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers,
against the authorities,
against the powers of this
dark world and against
the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms.
(Ephesians 6:12)

Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Much can be said and admired
about
Maiya
Fudge. Each conversation
with her would appear to
highlight the great efforts
of an individual who specializes in one specific
area.
Maiya is a 2016 graduate of Admiral Farragut
Academy, a challenging
private school where she
graduated with honors,
touting a 4.02 grade point
average. She plans to further her education by attending
Bethune
Cookman University on
an academic scholarship
and then head to law
school. Certainly, one
must believe this is the
best part of her. But, wait!
Then there is Maiya
the athlete. You know the
one who played four
years of varsity softball for
Admiral Farragut where
she was three times the
captain; played third base,
catcher and outfield
and received Coaches
and Leadership Awards.
Maiya led her team to
the Class 3A - State Final
Four, Regional and District Championships this
year alone.
She also
played four years of varsity volleyball and was
captain of that team as
well,
earning
many
awards.
She also found time to
play varsity basketball and
become a cheerleader.
Not done yet, she was on
Team FLA Travel Softball,
playing right and left field
and qualified for ASA National Tournament.
So sports must be the
way to best describe
Maiya, right? Not so fast.
There’s more to her story.
“High school is what
you make of it. It can be
the best and or the worst
of times, but in the end,

you will only regret the
things you didn’t do or the
chances you didn’t take,”
said Maiya.
“I thank God and my
family for the experiences
I’ve had and for allowing
me to take chances. They
have helped to mold me
into the person I am
today. I have come to understand the importance
of self-growth, teamwork
and learning to give back
and serve in the community,” she stated.
Oh yes, she is also involved in her community.
Maiya is a youth usher at
Bethel
Community
Church and stays connected to the youth ministry. Because of her
strong spiritual beliefs and
commitment to service,
she has been on mission
trips to Ecuador in 2004
and Costa Rica in 2013.
She has been in Girl
Scouts since kindergarten
and an Exquisite Gems in
the AKA AKademy since
2008. Other community
activities include Emerging Young Leaders and
Read Aloud.
At Admiral Farragut
Academy she was a Regimental Staff Cadet Officer
for Public Affairs, National
Honor Society vice presi-

dent, Student Athletic Advisory Committee, on the
yearbook staff for four
years, the Little Jackets
program (2013-16) and
Lower Division Volunteer
(2013-16).
“I think that a part of
your purpose should include being a positive influence
and
leaving
footprints on those around
you and also in the community in which you live,”
said Maiya.
The oldest of 13
cousins in her family, she
was recently told that she
has been a positive role
model for her siblings and
all of her cousins. She has
left a strong example for
them to follow.
“I’ve learned that people will forget what you
said; people will forget
what you did, but people
will never forget how you
made them feel,” stated
Miaya.
Much more can be
said about Maiya, and it is
practically impossible to
think of one word to describe this phenomenal
young woman. There is
one thing that is for sure,
however, she makes
everything around her
better and leaves a lasting
impact.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Khaihiqa Davidson is a
2016 Lakewood High
School graduate who was
an active participant in
school functions, clubs
and school athletics. She
transferred to Lakewood
from Jefferson High
School in Tampa, where
she excelled in the criminal law and justice program, ROTC, a myriad of
AP courses and sports of
all kinds.
The four-year journey
through high school is
not an easy task for any
teenager; it comes with
difficult courses, loads of
homework and a constant fight against peer
pressure. For this young
lady, however, she had to
overcome a totally different challenge—the loss
of a parent.
On February 13,
2015, during Khaihiqa’s
junior year of high
school, her father passed
away from pancreatic
cancer, which was the
most devastating event in
her life. From then on,
she felt like giving up.
She felt as if she had
nothing left to live for,
and slowly started giving
into peer pressure.
Soon realizing that’s
not the way to go, she
prayed, asking God to
guide her in the right direction and give her the
motivation to finish
school.
The right direction is
where she headed. She
began to focus in and out
of the classroom.

      

Khaihiqa made the
honor roll consistently
from her junior to senior
year. Not only did she
succeed academically,
but also on the basketball
court and on the track
field. She was a two-year
starter for the Lady Spartans’ basketball team,
who dominated the
boards, as well as a
sprinter and thrower for
the Spartan track and
field team.
She even made backto-back appearances to
districts and regionals.
Aside from the athletics, there were other
highlights of Khaihiqa’s
high school ventures, especially in her senior
year. Homecoming is the
most exciting part of football season for many students because they get to
dress up for spirit week.
But for Khaihiqa, it
was especially exciting
because
she
was
crowned the 2015 Homecoming Queen.
For every achievement, sporting event or
anything she was involved in, her mother
Gwen was right there.
“She’s my biggest fan,
my number one supporter. Everything I do is

for her,” said Khaihiqa.
“Raised in a single-parent
household from middle
school on, I have gained
wisdom and learned independence
from
my
mother.”
As far as community
affiliations, Khaihiqa has
volunteered at Metropolitan Ministries and the
Salvation Army in an effort to give back.
“It feels good to put a
smile on someone else’s
face and to help those
who don’t have as much
as you’re blessed with,”
she said.
In the fall, Khaihiqa
will be attending Mary
Baldwin University in
Staunton, Va., on a full academic
scholarship.
While there, she will play
for the Fighting Squirrels
Women’s
basketball
team, participate in
ROTC and major in criminal justice.
In 10 years, Khaihiqa
believes that she will be
the top African-American
female corporate lawyer.
Through all of her
struggles,
Khaihiqa’s
faith remains strong.
With her number one fan
encouraging her, all she
can do is win!
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Lew Williams 2016 graduates
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Lew Williams Center
for Early Learning graduated its second class of
VPK students. All 32 pintsized graduates will be sitting in a kindergarten
class come August ready
to pick up where they left
off.
With more than 200
family members and
friends packing into the
auditorium at Pinellas
Technical College to see
their little ones receive
their diplomas, the children where ebullient as
they realized all of the fanfare was in their honor.
“These young people
have worked really, really,
really hard and have labored with us day in and
day out so that they can be
prepared for their next
journey in life,” said Director Ulas Butler, who asked

the parents to continue to
support their children as
they move through their
educational careers.
Located at 901 34th St.
S, the center strives to integrate three key elements
for
success:
children, family and community. And last Wednesday night, their success
was spotlighted when the
kids recited poems, sang
songs and danced to a
choreograph routine.
And although graduating from preschool is a victory to be celebrated,
Butler reminded parents
that there are 12 more
years of support and encouragement needed just
to get them to college.
“So we’re asking that
you continue to have the
highest hopes and dreams
for them because that is
what we have aspired to
here at Lew Williams,” he
said.
Butler said that he and

his staff worked tirelessly
with the kids so that they
would get “excited about
learning, ready to explore
and gain new knowledge
that this world has to offer
them.”
The graduating students received totes filled
with books, pencils,
crayons and writing pads
to promote learning at
home and stave off that
dreaded summer learning
loss.
The center is named in
honor of long-time educator Lew Williams, who
worked in the school district for 40 years until his
death in 2011 at age 68
while serving as a school
board member. Williams
was a staunch supporter
of early education, and
had opened up a preschool with his wife called
Kidz World before his
death.
For more information,
please call (727) 914-4935.

L-R, Belynda Thomas, Liliana Apfelbaum, Ulas Butler, Gerrie Pringle,
Charlene Cook and Andrea Oxford.
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Giving back to the community
From CAMP, page 1

The day began with
chalk talk, where offensive
and defensive campers
were split up and coached
basic plays. The pro
coaches ensured everyone
understood their messages
by calling on kids to answer
questions and explaining
schemes multiple times.
The student athletes then
followed Murphy, Jr., Winston, Bucs running back
Doug Martin, Bucs wide
receiver Bernard Reedy
and
defensive
tackle
Akeem Spence out to the
Lakewood High field to
meet other former and current NFL stars.
Before
long,
the
campers were broke off
into individual groups
based on their position.
Scattered across the field,
Martin looked on as some
ran a 40-yard dash, Murphy, Jr. had players catch
passes and Winston had
QBs throw and practice
footwork.
Inside the gymnasium,
Bucs cheerleaders instructed girls on dance and
cheer moves.
The camp, however, is
about more than just football and cheerleading. Mur-

phy, Jr. said it’s about life.
“I wish I had someone
in the NFL when I was in
middle and high school say,
‘Hey man, stay in school,
listen to your teachers, do
the right thing,’” he said.
Martin expressed the
same view and said he
wants to start a similar
camp himself.
“There’s more to it than
football,” Martin said. “And
that’s what Murphy’s mission is all about, developing
you as a person.”
First year coaches, like
Winston and Martin, said
they were impressed by the
talent level. That talent,
Murphy, Jr. said, is a growing trend he hopes continues.
It also comes with many
eager ears, as attendees
hung onto every word the
pros spoke.
One of those eager listeners was Bethal Miles.
Fifteen years old and at 195
pounds, this defensive end,
who attends Northeast
High School, said Spence
and former No. 3 draft pick
Gerard Warren were informative and helped him
run faster and jump higher.
“I’m just trying to take

in whatever I can and learn
more and more,” he said.
Junior wide receiver
Samuel Thompson at Boca
Ciega High looks up to
Murphy, Jr. and has attended the camp since he
was eight years old.
“He came from the
same place I’m from, meaning I could make it, too,” he
said. “It means a lot that
they come out here because it shows they care.”
Thompson, 17, was a
stand out in one-on-one
drills, beating nearly all that
covered him. He was joined
at camp by his friend and
quarterback Osby Green.
Green said having the
pros out meant a lot to him
also. “It just motivates me
to do better and be great.”
“This camp is like an
NFL combine,” said Lakewood High QB Morris
Peak, 15. “It’s way different
than what we do in practice.”
Before camp concluded, coaches and players competed in a rotating
7-on-7 scrimmage, which at
moments brought out the
most excitement from the
coaches.
“It was just a real good

experience,” said Janiero
Crankfield, a junior wide receiver at Clearwater Academy International.
Although the camp is a
success, Murphy, Jr. wants
more.
“I want this camp to
eventually have talent from
all over the Bay area and all
the college coaches to
come out recruiting the
kids knowing this is one of
the top camps,” he said.
“This is really an avenue to
help kids.”
To repay his friends
who helped him out at his
camp this year, Murphy, Jr.
said he’s willing to return
the favor if called upon.
Winston is holding a
two-day camp in Land O’
Lakes at Sunlake High for
boys and girls in grades 1-8
on June 20-21.
“I love these kids,” Winston said. “Any way that I
can be an inspiration to
them, I’m going to do it.”
For more information
on Murphy, Jr.’s organization,
visit
www.firstdownsfl.org.ex
Contact reporter Andrew Caplan via Twitter
@AACaplan or by email at
acaplan88@gmail.com

Bethal Miles

Janiero Crankfield

Morris Peak

Osby Green

Samuel Thompson
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Celebrity Kids Class of 2016
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Parents, relatives and well
wishers packed the Lake
Vista Recreation Center to
cheer for 13 future scientists, space explorers, athletes and educators who
graduated from Celebrity
Kids Club Too and
Celebrity Kids Pinellas last
Saturday, June 11.
“The Greatest Love of
All” song by Whitney
Houston played in the
background as the preschool graduates strolled
down the aisle. The cheers
and shouts of joy by the
parents almost sounded as
if it was a high school graduation in a large auditorium.
Cynthia Holmes, Mistress of Ceremony and the
former owner of the
Celebrity Kids, glowed
with pride as she presided
over the 29th graduation of
the pre-school.
“One of my girls that
made me feel so proud of
her was Santana Curtis,”
said Holmes, who recalled
when she was first brought
to Celebrity Kids. “She was
so tiny. She was one year’s
old when she came to us
and she blossomed so

beautifully like so many
others.”
The Celebrity Kids
graduation ceremony was
a testament to the amazing
growth that young people
experience in their first
four years of life.
All of the graduating
pre-school youngsters had
an opportunity to showcase how they learned to
merge phonic sounds,
sight read, spell and identify colors.
Sharing Mistress of
Ceremony duties with
Holmes, Angela Hinton introduced the commencement speaker, Brandon
Williams.
The son of longtime educators
Lew
and
Arthurene Williams, he is
a product of Pinellas
County schools. At just 26
years old, Williams graduated last September from
Stetson Law School and
will be on his way to Spain
to practice law and work as
a professor of English.
“I can recall sitting
there where they are,” said
Williams, an alumnus of
Celebrity Kids.
He encouraged parents
to advocate for their children and warned them to
step up to the plate be-

cause there are plenty of
negative outside forces that
are willing to do their jobs.
The ceremony concluded with the cutting of
the graduation cake and refreshments.
Celebrity Kids Club
Too
Zipporah Byrd- “Most
likely To Succeed”
Santana Curtis- “Validictorian”
Micah Jones-“Most Improved”
Zakiya
McKinnon“Salutarian”
Zakiya Reed- “Best
Speller”
Marcus Vallejos- “Most
Likely to Achieve”
Jayden Willette- “Most
Improved”
Celebrity Kids Pinellas
Zammariyah Bradham“Most Successful”
Cherie Bryant- “Salutatorian”
Laterran Bryant- “Most
Likely To Succed”
Iyanna Green- “Valedictorian”
Yousef Koko- “Most Improved”
Mariah Stanislas- “Most
Likely to Achieve”
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

Brandon Williams
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Reaffirming love and commitment
From VOWS, page 1

“We had to kind of
think back when the last
time we went dancing with
our spouses was. Some
people went as far back as
to their weddings,” said
Linda, who wants to strike
the notion that when a couple gets married their lives
become boring.
The ministry isn’t all
fun and games, however,
couples come to them
ready to call it quits but

they quickly refer them to
the bible.
“If you trust and believe him, your marriage
will work out,” said Linda,
who shows the quarreling
couples from the bible that
marriage is God’s idea.
The range of years varied for the 31 couples who
participated in Saturday’s
ceremony. From newlyweds only married a year
to Lewis and Lucy

Williams coming in second place with 38 years
under their belts.
“Marriage is a commitment to learning to care
for one another in mutually fulfilling way” said Rev.
Murphy during the ceremony. “It is not an act but
a lifelong relationship always in the making. Marriage
deepens
and
enriches every facet of
life.”

The church rang with a
resounding “We do” when
asked if they wished to
reaffirm the vows they
previously took. As Pastor
Murphy read the reaffirmation vows, both husbands
and
wives
answered, “I will.”
“Today you have renewed the promises and
vows you made to each
other on your wedding
day,” he said. “You have

symbolized the renewal of
the marriage union by the
joining of hands and taking your vows.”
After the grooms
kissed their brides—
twice—Pastor
Murphy
concluded with prayer,
asking God’s Holy Spirit to
seal their marriages.
If you thought that was
the end of the story, you
are sorely wrong. How
could you end your wed-

ding day without a reception?
Immediately after saying “I do,” each coupled
headed over to the
Pasadena Yacht and Country Club for a group reception complete with a
wedding
cake
large
enough for 31 lovebirds.
The Couples Ministry
is in the early planning
stages of a couples cruise
for next year.

Frank & Dorotha Miller

Willie & Shanequa Johnson

Chester & Nicole Johnson

Albert & Sharon Williams

Parko & Tiffanie Walton

Donahue & Kay-Kay Smith

Preston & Bridgett Pace

Johnnie & Anjie Johnson

Avril & Maxine Headley

Lester & Wanda Goodridge

Gregory & Tonja Ferguson

Spencer & Janice Colquitt

Carl & Emma Calhoun

Roger & Melody Ables

Ralph & Angela Beard

Christopher & Kathryn Clark

Surtie & Elaine Dean

Charles & Melena Flowers

Gary & Felicia Harris

Roy & Isabelle James

Darryl & Crystal Jones

Terrell & Trudy Riley

Mearil & Kwornis Thomas

Jason & Krystle Williams

Robert & Valerie Ellis

Lewis & Lucy Williams

Troy & Linda Gidron

Kelly & Kahlya Sims

Congratulations to
all the happy
wedded couples
from The Weekly
Challenger!
Keith & Jewell Murphy

Shawn & Schnika Thomas

Charles & Annie Ray
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Ready for the world
From GRADUATE, page 1

riculum guidelines as traditional public schools, but
with a few intentional modifications.
MYcroSchool provides
a school setting that caters
to the unique needs of
dropouts, or those at risk of
dropping out, which not
only benefits them academically but socially as well.
“People called you losers or problem starters,”
said Boe Norwood, director of the St. Pete campus
of PTC, “and that’s why
you’re not in regular
school. But guess what? It

doesn’t matter now because you have a diploma
just like they do.”
In his commencement
address, Norwood admitted that he was in his senior year before he realized
that you needed credits
and a decent grade point
average to graduate.
“All I cared about was
running a ball and running
behind girls, but by the
grace of God and with people helping me, I came
through,” he said.
He encouraged the
graduates to make plans,

Principal Michael Warren, left,
and Asst. Principal Stevan Humphries

set goals and work hard to
accomplish them.
“Hard work— it really
works! This position was
not given to me; I had to go
through a lot. A lot of disappointment, a lot of rejection, but I held my head up
high because I knew the
right job would come,” he
said. “Always have goals,
strive hard and make
progress.”
Advising that the road
will not always be smooth,
Norwood
encouraged
them to remember God in
adverse situations.

“Wherever you go from
here, adversity you will
face. You will have haters;
you will doubter; you will
have people wanting you to
fail. Number one, keep
God first. Keep him first in
everything you do,” he exclaimed.
Aiming to make the
graduates’ roads a little less
rocky, Norwood offered
each one of them an opportunity to attend PTC at half
the cost. This means if they
qualify for financial aid, the
money that would have
been spent on tuition and

Director Boe Norwood,
PTC

books will now go into their
pockets.
“I’m not trying to bribe
you, but I do want you
here,” he laughed.
The surprise of the
evening was when valedictorian Dalon Facey was offered a full scholarship to
PTC’s nursing program.
Facey experienced family problems while attending Lakewood High School
and almost dropped out.
Her sister, who is also a
MYcroSchool graduate, encouraged her to transfer.
Last Thursday she stood

on the stage, graduating a
year early, with a bright future in the medical field.
“I just want to say congratulations to the Class of
2016,” said Assistant Principal Stevan Humphries.
“You all have really put it to
us, but I’m so glad to be a
part of your process.”
The Class of 2016 salutatorian was Shirin McCoy,
and Kasey Daniels, who
performed a stirring spoken word piece, is being
considered for the St. Petersburg College Gibbs Jr.
High Alumni Scholarship.”
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Victory Christian Center Church














Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.



 

 

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.







 
  

  




 

 

      
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  

 


 


  
  
 
  
  
 
   

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567







  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.



Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


      
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 

 
 
 




Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY
AT THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, which is often referred to as “THE SHIP”, will
hold their regular Worship
Sunday Services at 7:45 am,
10:45 am and Sunday Church
School at
9:30 am.
“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00
NOON UNTIL 1:00
PM (THE BEST ONE HOUR
OF YOUR DAY) AND
“PRAYER & WEDNESDAY
IN THE WORD” ALONG
WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM – THE
COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US -YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS ANY OF OUR
“WEDNESDAY
IN THE
WORD” STUDIES IN GOD'S
WORD. The public is welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find
that all services place great
emphasis on our Savior Jesus
Christ and His loving atonement for all mankind. The
Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you
a cordial invitation to join
“THE SHIP” in fellowship.
Continue
“HAPPY
FATHER'S
DAY”
VACATION
BIBLE
SCHOOL – MON., JUNE 13,

UNTIL THURS., JUNE 16,
AT 6 PM NIGHTLY. CALL
THE CHURCH IF TRANSPORTATION IS NEEDED.
Sun., June 19 – 7:45 am –
President James H. Cokley,
President of the National
Baptist Congress of Christian
Education will be Worshipping with Friendship, the
Community is invited to
come and Welcome our Congress President to the Tampa
Bay Area.
NATIONAL BAPTIST
CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION NEWS:
SUN., JUNE 19, 7 PM –
MARRIOTT WATERSIDE IN
TAMPA – THE WELCOME
PROGRAM
–
DR.
BARTHOLOMEW BANKS,
PRESIDENT OF THE PROGRESSIVE MISSIONARY
EDUCATIONAL BAPTIST
STATE CONVENTION OF
FLORIDA WILL BE THE
GUEST SPEAKER.
MON., JUNE 20 AT 7 PM
– TAMPA CONVENTION
CENTER – 500 VOICE
CHOIR MUSICAL CONCERT – FEATURED GUEST
ARTISTS – JOHN P. KEE &
NEW LIFE AND KIERRA
(KIKI) SHEARD. TRANSPORTATION
SIGN-UP
SHEETS LOCATED IN
ATRIUM.
MON., JUNE 20, 10 PM –
LATE NIGHT SERVICE AT

THE MARRIOTT IN TAMPA
– DR. JOHN A. EVANS, SR.
TRANSPORTATION SIGNUP SHEETS LOCATED IN
ATRIUM.
Wed., June 22 at 6 pm THE PRESIDENT'S EDUCATION BANQUET held at The
Tampa Marriott Waterside
Hotel and Marina, The
Florida Ballroom, 700 South
Florida Ave., Tampa, 33602 –
TRANSPORTATION SIGNUP SHEETS LOCATED IN
ATRIUM. DR. JOHN A.
EVANS, SR., BANQUET
HOST CHAIR.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 3300 31st Street
South St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit
Our FACEBOOK PAGE Visit
West Coast Baptist District
Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

Congregation Celebrates
Pastor’s 21st Anniversary
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church family celebrates the 21st anniversary of
its beloved pastor, the Reverend Brian K. Brown. The
celebration is this Sunday,
June 12 at 10:45 a.m. during
the morning worship service.
The theme for the celebration
is “Living in Faith, Growing in
Grace with Ephesians 2:8-9 as
the anchoring scripture. The
speaker for the hour is the
Bishop D. Franklin Browne of
Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
We invite the entire community to join in with us as we
celebrate the man of God in
the person of our pastor, Reverend Brian K. Brown.
Events for June
Jun 11 - Body Builder’s
Ministry extends a challenge
to the members of St. Mark to
come out on June 11th for a
fun-filled game of kickball.
Jun 12 - Pastor’s Anniversary: Reverend Brian K.
Brown will celebrate his 21st

Anniversary on June 12.
Speaker: Bishop Franklin
Browne of Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Theme: Living in
Faith; Growing in Grace.
Scripture: Ephesians 2: 8-9
Jun 13-17 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association District Sunday School
and BTU Congress at Mt.
Tabor M. B. Church, Reverend T. D. Leonard, Pastor.
Jun 18 - Pre-Anniversary
Celebration: Motorcade to the
old Northside St. Mark location. Leaving St. Mark at 10:30
a.m. We will return for food
and fellowship immediately afterwards.
Jun 19 - Father’s Day with
the women of St. Mark rendering service.
Jun 20 - Last PIZZA Ministry of the year. Time 6 p.m.
Jun 26 - Destination Graduation: Honoring of all Graduates for 2016 during the
morning worship hour.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts

each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. Children
in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Son
Scripture – “This is my
beloved son in whom I AM
well pleased (Matthew
3:17).”
Denial – “My identity is
not based on any title, position or possession.”
Affirmation – “I and my
Father are one (John
10:30).”
During biblical times,
sexism was prevalent. Having a daughter did not have
the same impact on a couple
as having a son. Women
who did not bare sons were
considered cursed. If a man
did not have a son, he would
marry different women
until one gave him a son.
Daughters were raised to
get married, have children
and to live with another family. Daughters were often

seen as property and fathers
received a dowry when
daughters were married.
In Judaism, the concept
of son had many implications. Sons carried on the
family name and often the
family business. Depending
on birth order, sons also received an inheritance,
birthright (double portion)
and became leaders of the
family, clan or tribe. Being
a son also meant that the
young man had the ability to
be everything that the father was. Fathers often desired that their sons were
greater and more successful
than they were.
Jesus had the audacity
to call God his Father. He
was completely comfortable
saying about himself what

God had already stated
about him at his baptism
(Matthew 3:17). Although it
is not recorded where Jesus
explicitly stated that I AM
the son of God, it was implied through his claiming
God, Jehovah, the I AM that
I AM as his Father and his
many references to his father-son relationship with
God.
Jesus’ paternity declaration made many people uncomfortable and angr y.
That’s why they stoned him
and planned to kill him
(John 5:18). Today, we are
can decree our divine lineage. We are the children of
God whether sons or daughters and we all have equal
access, rights and benefits.
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